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Burt Swersey, was unimpressed by their initial 
thoughts, telling them they weren’t ambitious enough. 

From students to start-up

day he was supposed to start. He went home that day 

weren’t the only worries Bayer had, as questions 

 

Winner 2008
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SUMMARY
 Company Ecovative

 Country  United States

 Founder & CEO  Eben Bayer

 Postcode Lottery  

 Green Challenge Winner 2008

 What   Creating sustainable and 

decomposable (packaging) material.

 How   By adding mycelium – the natural  

“glue” found in mushrooms.

 Founded in  2007

 Employees  80

 Founders wisdom   “Be bold, make sure you are solving 

a large part of the environmental 

problem and have a truly innovative 

business model. When you think  

you’ve been bold enough, raise  

it up a couple notches and keep going.”  

 

 
 

waste used does not really matter, as long as it is  
 

Competing with giants

 
 

 

 
 

 

“You know you have  
 surrounded yourself        
    with the right  
people when you’re 
      always the worst  
   person around  
      to do a certain task.”
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